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FROM TIME to time, dur-. ' . 
1ng the past 11ine years, claims 
to have dispeiled the m y stery 
of the ''flying sau ce1·s'' have 
been p11t fo1·ward. If we are 
to believe these c]ain'lantsjl 
u·:Fo (U nidentif j ed Flying 
O bjects) a14 e noV\' IFO (Iden­
ti fied Flying Object~.). 

One of the f i1·st of these 
' 'inside stories)' was Silas 
Newton's, bro1.1ght to public 
attention as eariy as tl1e Fall 
of 1949 by ti1e gossip col·um-

• ,. f 1 * n1Gt or a v1ee1{ __ y newspaper. ··1 
According to N e\\1to·n , the A·ir 
Force ~ras secretly i11 pos­
sess ion of seve1·al flying sau­
cers, ~1hich had been man.ne·d 
by little men f1·om 'Tenus, 
a11d were poV\rered by ''mag­
netic'' e11gines ~whose princi­
ples were secretl:;r known to 
earthly scientists. Shortl·y 
t .hereafter, radio con1.menta­
tor Henry J. Taylor divulged 
tl1at flying saucers \Vere 
''good ne\:i-,1s ·£or the Anieri­
can p u b 1 i c'' : they were 
''l1armless'' re1note-contro]led 
discs up to 250 feet in d iam­
eter, wl1icl1 ''l1sually disin­
tegrated in m id-ai1·''; a11d 
a. national v\reel(ly magazine 
disclosed that the repor ted 
pI1enomena \Vere in r eality re-

.,_ - - -- - --
f"'he a1~ticle wh·ich, fo llows slioi~l<i per}ict}J:; be cct lled U FO NOT J li~O. lt is 
t.11.e work of tlze R eseclr·c.li Sect,i.01i o.f Ci.t.:iliart Sci 1lce1· l1itell~ve>1 t·e 01· lve'lv 
Yo'i·k, <nie of the ''UFO r esearcli'' .<J1·oc{PS 1;i erltio1ied iii l 't\<111. S(t '1c<lcr. ·on's 
011rti<~le in tlie Feb1·ilary is:5ue. CSI lias a p·-;·og1·a ·1ri. of pul~l·ic lcct1ures, 
~.tb li,s1ies £l News Letter, <l e.r:;c1-.. ilJ i·v1 .. CJ S'l!.., lit i·i t f) s l l r: ll ·;W e:ov 1 · f ;'{ , .1· O· r ; ; s 111.fnt­

h.ers, ·and ltas an exte·nsi·ve J"ile of rnafe1·iri l an<l pliotog,ra plls <YJi t f1 <~ LJJ;'·o • 
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volt1tionary j c t-p ow e r e d , 
airc14 af t d e v e 1 o p e d by 
the Navy. *2 i-:Jot to .be 
outdone, Look magazi11e u11 .. 
veiled the secret of the 

' 

saucers twice: In 1951, D1·. 
Urner I..1iddel, of the Off ice of 
Na·vel Resea1·ch, revealed th.at 
''·there is n9t a sing·1e reliable 
report of ~n o b s e r v a t i o n 
whicl1 is r10 t att1·ilJutable to 

• t... -11 '' ( ''' . cosm:tc-ra1y vu oons · -an ex-
plan.t1tion'' v1l1ich had been 
s ·t1gges·tecl th1·ee years earlier 

P 1 c~ · ·'· ~ i\ 1 by ODU :~-1. r ~cl t~ r1Ce 'i- .). f\.D ~~. 

during t!l11e rusl1 of UFO 
sightings in the st1mmer of 
1952, Do·na1d Menzel, p1~ofes­
sor o ·f As:tro1)l·1:;;·sics. a_t Har­
vard U ni·1re1·si ty, finally dis-.. 
posed of the f·ly·ing-saucer 
myt1h in the pages of L .ook ::?!4; 
a year late.r, his explanations 
a p p e a r e d i11 boo1{ f-orrn: 
''all reports of sauc:ers re­
sul·t front unusual and unf.a-

' ' 

miliar condi 'tio11s in the a·t -
mospl1ere. *5 A ·t about the 
same ·time, eartl1shaking dis­
closures began to con'le from 
C·alif·ornia. George Van T 'a.ssel 
rece1i·ved detailed telepathic 
information from space-.peo- · 
ple · aboard flying · saucers: 
''As you know, the fireballs 
are shins from Blaau; o·ur so-

; .( 

ca'lled s a ·u c er s are ·from 
Sc ha i: e." *.:6 Arid G·eorge 
Adamski actually converse·d 
wit·h a: blond, lo11g-haired, sk.i­
sui ted V et1usian, a.nd made 
public num.-e1·ous p'hotograp:hs 
he had taken of the Venu­
sians" latnps·hade-like •'scout 
ships'' and cigar-sh .a p .e d 
·•Jtf.otl1 ~:r s·hips." *7 S·ince that 
'time ·:many others have come 

f·orward to confirm , or ,,an1end 
Adamsl-ti's well-received rev·-

1 • . e.:..at1or1. 

There ~s no space here to 
disct1ss these cla:ims in detail, 
but i·t will · be n·oted that tl1ev .. 
all have one t:hi.ng in con1·-
1non : tliey purport to acco·unt 
for all the p·henomena. by one 
s\veeping generalization. Btt·t 
one need on]y look closel1y a·t 
the da·ta to see t·hat the phe:n,­
omena known as ''flying sau·­
cers'' are of suc·h widely di·- · 
vergent character that they 
cannot po'Ssibly all have t11-e 
same origin or even be of t 'he 
same. nature. This remai:r1s 
true everi a.fter mis.identi·fica·­
tions and hoaxes have, be!en 
eliminated. There are allnays 
cases that fly in the face of 

, the explanations t?f f e~ed by 
the '~inside-d·ope'' peddlers. 

In our- f.irst article (Fart­
tasti'c Universe, March 195'7), 
we describe-cl certain cha:i;ac·­
te:ristic UFO $·hapes th"at have 
been frequently repor_t~d. !'he 
following acc.oonts (riot · first­
hand~ but w ,e1·1-docun1ent.ed.) 
\vill ind,icate t·he extre-me. di;f ... 
ferences in c·haract.er exhibit­
ed by .·the phenmnena. 

Pot-Shot at a UF·O 
, 

This is an observation at 
very close ra~ge_ of a. st\~~ .. 

· tured o'bjec·t tihat 1s not 1dent1-

• 

f iable with any of. t.hose · pre~ 
scribed· by the ''expla:iners~· 
Not <>nly was it seen, · ·it was 
al·$<> ·.t,.eard · ·and f'ired u.pon. 

Ori 'the n.ight · o~ January 29.. 
1953~ Lloyd C. 'Boo-th, ·pre­
prieto.r of a serviite· station aa4 
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community store on Highway 
701. eig:ht miles no1~·th of Con­
ViJay, South Ca1--olina, had 
closed the sto1"e about 11 :00 
p.m. and had driven to his 
home, about a mile away. 
Sl1ortly aft~r arriving there, 
he heard his fatl1er's live­
stock raiising a co-mm.otio·n. in 
the barn. Booth grabbed a .22 
calibre pistol and went out­
side t.o see what vvas disturb­
ing the ai-iimals. Finding 

· nothing, he "''as about to re­
tur11 to the hou.se when he 
looked up and saw, jus.t above 
the pinetrees, a peculiarly 
shaped object '\\Thich was 
emitting a very low, aJmost 
inaudible, humm.ing no·ise. 
T ·he object was moving very 
slowly and Booth v,ras easily 
able to f o 11 ow it at a \Valk. 
J-Ie called out several times 
to try to arouse someo11e in 
the house, but 11is family had 
gone to1 bed a11d no 011e heard 
his s.houts. 

• 

''I went directly i11to tlle 
woods, easily catchi}1g up 
witl1 the object. I '~allt:ed un­
der it, around it, and vie,~ed 
it fro1m all sides. It was al-
n1.ost 24 feet 10)11.g a.r1d about 
12 feet across, was light grey­
ish in color and Vt'aS lit up on 
the ins·ide. Two p1laces in the 
f rorit somewl1at resembled 
cockpits and were glassed 
over. 1 co·uld see a ]iight on 
the inside. . . The back also 
had something resembli11g a 
coclr..:pit w·it:h a stained glass 
ove1· it. Light '"1as coining 
through this section but I 
could not see througl1 it. It 

was abo11t e-ight or ten feet 
deep. The fro11t s]oped up­
ward from the base at an an­
gle of about 60°, and the ha.ck 
sloped up,¥ard at an a11gle of 
40° to 50°. The s·ides came 
straight dovvn f ro,m the top 
for maybe four or f i,,e feet 
and then sloped outward a.nd 
joined tl1e base at about a 45° 
an g 1 e. U n d e r n e a t h . . . ' va s 
something resembling a built­
in 'wheel,' possibly th1·ee feet 
a.cross, extending beloV\' the 
ba.se i11 a crescent s.11ape. 
There w ere no ma1·kings any­
where I lool{ed ha1·d for 
identification." 

Booth also stated that there 
were no visible means of sup­
port, no propelle1·, exl1aust 
fumes, vapor trail o·r odor. 
Tl1e obiect contint1ed to drift .., 

along slowly with a ht1n1ming 
so·und, with Booth following 
and watching it carefully. Af­
ter twenty m·in.utes, 11a\ring 
give11 up hope of rousing any­
one v1ith his shouts1 he fired 
his pistol str_aight u1J at the 
object f rorn a dista11ce of no 
more than 75 feet, aiming at 
the wheel-lil\:e p1-ojectio11 un­
derneatl1 .. 

''I l1eard the bullet hit the 
object. It made a m et f3.1 Jjc 
sound and b ot1ncecl oJ f. A 
bare instant afte1- t]1c bu]]et 
hit, tl1e object bega11 m~king 
considerably more noise like 
a large ele-ctric motor and 
took off at a high rate of 
speed at about a 65° angle. It 
kept on the same course unt·.il 
it was completely out of 
s.ight." He .. added that the 
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noise was not as loud as a nor­
mal a i r c r a f t would have 
made. *8 

Booth is a vetera.n of anti­
~ircraft service in VV-ar II, 
a.nd is fa.miliar witl1 aircra.ft; 
it is hardly likely that he 
failed to ident.ifty a conve1~­
tional craft. It certainly was 
no ''meterological phenom­
en.on.'' High c:haracter rec­
ommendatio.11s fron-i Boot·l1's 
minister and other local resi­
dents support the reliability 
of his testimony. 011 the A·ir 
Force records, this case is ap­
pa·rently \'-1ritten o·ff as a mis­
idei-1tification of a. Navy 
blimp, ac'cording · to corres·­
pondence received from Ed­
'N'ard J. Ruppelt; ]1oweve-r, 
there is little, if an)1th.i11g, i.n 
the witness's testimony that 
is consistent with such an 
''explanatio·n." T11at t.he o:b-. 
ject was solid is pro·ved by 
the fact that tl1e bullet was 
hea1-d to st1·ike it. That it w·as 
11nder intelligent C·ontrol is 
evident from its a.brupt de­
partttre after bei1·1.g h:it. 

Kelly-G1-eer) Phanto•ms 

A totally different t·y,pe 01f 

UFO is repre·sented by the 
''green fi1·e1balls' which have 
been seen ii-1 the so,uthwestern 
United States and elsevv-,here 
-first in December 1948, and 
at intervals s.ince the11 .. S·ever-

, al extrao1~di11a1·y feai.tures ·of 
these objects appear to see 
the1m apart from trtie meteo·r­
iti.c p.henon1e11a: t"heir· bril­
liant color; their complete 
and i .n v a r i a b 1. e silence .. 

• 

whether rushing across the 
sliy in a horizontal tr·,ajec­
tory, or exploding in a tre­
mend.ous burst of green fire, 
or striking the ground ; the 
absence of fragments upon 
i m p a c t; and 1nost una.c­
countable their tend.ency to 
appear repeatedly over · Ne\1\,. 
Mexico· · (alt·hough they 11ave 
been reported from ot:her 

- parts 0 1f the world .also. *9 

Let us also consider some 
sightings that are almost as 

• • • • ainaz1ng 1n qt.1.ant1ty as 1n 
q u a 1 i t ·y ''hosts," to use 
Cl1arles Fort's term. The fi1-st, 
wl1en enormo·tts nu1nbers of 

' 

01bjects were see11 by h11ndred.s 
of people, is one of the best 
aut.henti·cated UFO cases 011 

record. 

Saucer 'Airmada 

Beginning at 10 :30· on the 
ni.orning of March 17, 1950, at 
least several .hund1·ed resi ... 
dents of Far·mino·ton Ne'N 

b ' 
l\iexic-0, observed a large 
gi·oup o,f silve1~y, sauce1·­
sl1aped objects (estimated at 
from 100 to 500 in number) in 
the sky directl·y over the 
tovvn. lVIany of tl·1e publ.is.hed. 
testimonies speak of the o·b­
jects as resembling saucers 
or dinner plates, ·complete 
wit1h a ring on the under 
side. D.ozens of witnesses 
mer1tioned tpat one object, 
larger and flyin.g lo·wer tha.n 
t.he rest, was red. These ob­
je·cts came into view at. high 
speed, darted a.bout at ex.­
treme speeds, hovered D.'l.O­

mentarily, and dart:ed off 
• 
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again. Several flights of o·b­
jects mane\1•1ered briefly 0~1er 
the ci·ty before streal{ing sttd­
dcnly upvc1ard out of sigl1t. 
~ome objects flew on edge, 
some seerned t.o waver, and 
''vibration'' in the flight 
patte.rns waJs r eported by nu­
merous witnesses. Some ap· 
peared t() ''play tag.'' Others 
s·treaked s·traight from hori­
z·on to horizon in a matter of 
seconds. Trian.gu1ation · estab­
l·ished thei r altitude at abot1t 
2-0,000 fee t, and tl1ey were es .. 
timated to be as large as a 
B-29. Most of the objects d is­
appe~ared witl1in a few min­
utes, but a few were still seen, 
in grot1ps of threes, an hour 
later .. * 10 

' 

•Gelat inous Ha t -Crowns'' 

On May 16, 1808, at Sken­
inge, Sweden, about 4 p.m., 
the sun stlddenly turned dull 
b.r.ick-re{i an,d tl1~re appeared 

· upo:n the v./estern horizon a 
great numbe1· of rottnd dark .. 
brown bodies, seemingly ''the 
·size of a hat-crown.'" They 
passed overhead, and disap­
peared over the eastern hor­
izon. The procession lasted 
two hours. Often, w.hen ap­
proaching the sun, these bod­
.ies seemed to link toget·her, 
or were then seen to be I-inked 
together, in groups not ex­
ceeding eight; and, under the 
sun, thev "\Vere seen to have ., 
tails ''t·hree or four fat.horns 
long.'' Away from the sun, 
these tails were invisible. Oc ... 
CF!sio:nally, .one· fell to the 
ground. When t1~~ place of a · 

. 

fall was examin.ed, there was 
found a ''soapy j'elly,:' v1hi~l1 
soon dried to a film ancl v ,!rl-

• 

~ "'bed *11 r. ;::) ' " • . • 

The Evaporating P iJ.rple 
Sphere 

On September 26, 1950, 
about 10 p.m., Philadel.pl1ia 
Patrolmen John Collins a ncl 
Joseph Keenan were drivir1g 
tl1eir patrol car in the vicin­
ity of Vare Boulevard a.nd 
26th Street when t hey saw, 
through the windshield , w~at 
at first looked like a p ara ­
chute drifting slowly down 
from the sky. T ·he object, a·t 
tree·top level when it caugh't 
their attention, set·tled into an 
open f·ield near 26th St1·eet. 
A-fter summoning Serg~ant 
Joseph Cook, who a1~r ived 
with Patrolman James Casper, 
t'he fottr men w~nt in·to tl1e 
field to examine the obj ec t, 
which. was described as s p·her.­
ical and roughly six f·eet in 
qiameter.. F·rom a few fee·t 

' 

away they turned their f1ash-
ligl1ts on it; it ''gave off a 
purplish glow, alrnos t a m ist, 
th,at looked as though it con­
tained crystals.'' After a few -
momen.ts Collins stepped f o·r-
11vard and tr·i,ed t-0 pie k ·t.he 
thin.g up. T 'he part of the 
mass on wh·ich he laid his 
hands d i s s o 1 v e d, leaving 
noth,i.ng but a slig·ht, odor­
less, st·i.cky r e s i d u e. ''I 
t ot1ched it and it jus t dis ­
solved, lea·ving my fingers 
st~cky." 

V./itl1in half an hour the 
• 

entire substance · had cvapor. 
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ated; it had been so light that The point about the five 
the weeds on which · it had cases we have desc1·ibed is 
rested i·emained un·bent. simply this: that there seems 

Now this could hardl·y have to be no one t ·heory that will 
been a '<meteorological phen- account for all of t11em. What 
o·me11on," · any more tha.11 it poss i b 1 e . i·elatio11.ship can 
could have been a ''space there be bet~1een the green 
shi.p . ~' 1\11e gelatin.o'1s quality f ireb·alls of N evv ~4exico, the 
of. tllle object suggests somt::- Booth object in South Ca.ro-
thi11g n101·e animal th~n m e- li11.a, the Fa1·mir1gtoi-1 armada 
canic.al . Readers will recall of acrolJatic disl{s, and t.he 
Ivan Sanclerson~s article Fa11- gelatino1us masses of Sweden 
tastic Universe for Febrttary, and Philadelphia? T11ey seem 
in V\rhicl1 he suggests that to be tota11)' unconnected 
some of the UFOs may be phenotnena; and the existence 
ttpper-atnl.osphere life forms. of such widely varying types 
Of all the ·post-Fortean cases, of UFOs is the reason why 
t11.e P 11. i lade 1 phi a purple \'Ve are compelled to consider 
sphere is most suggestive· of more than one 01·igin a1'1d ex-
this possibility. !~12 planation for these objects. 
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